
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Music Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

“Music can change 
the world because 
it can change 
people.” - Bono 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to 

the mind, flight to the imagination and life to 
everything.”  
Plato 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Music – Intent, Implementation, Impact 
 
Intent 
At Woodingdean Primary School, we want our children to gain a firm 
understanding of what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, 
analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, 
traditions, and musical genres. We are committed to developing a curiosity for 
the subject, as well as an understanding and acceptance of the validity and 
importance of all types of music, and an unbiased respect for the role that 
music may wish to be expressed in any person’s life. We are committed to 
ensuring children understand the value and importance of music in the wider 
community and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences 
to involve themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. 

 
Implementation 

• Inspire – Our children will be able to listen, sing, play perform and 
evaluate music. They will be exposed to different genres of music and 
learn about the cultures that have produced them. Composer past and 
present will provide a rich experience of musical change and 
development.  

• Explore – Our children will learn the key skills of music such as 
developing technical control in playing an instrument and/or singing, to 
be able to perform musically with authenticity. They will explore 
composition skills through notation inspired by sign, moving towards 
correct musical notation. They will do this through improvising around 
themes and exploring sound – how it is made and how they can change 
dynamics, tempo an effect.  

• Engage – Our children will be involved in making, presenting and 
evaluating music; both their own and those of others, including classical 
and popular music. They will understand how cultural identity can be 
linked to music and will explore cultural influence of music through 
elements of dance, exploring how beat and rhythm inspire movement. 

• Deepen – Over their time with us, our children will move from being 
able create simple rhythms and melodies to being able to compose their 
own music using correct notation. The realisation that music is an 
important part of culture and mood will be embedded. 

 

Impact 
Our children will have passion and the courage to explore further. Music will 
also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to 
children individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children will 
be able to enjoy music in as many ways as they choose – either as listener, 
creator or performer. They will be able to dissect music and comprehend its 
parts. They will have an understanding of how to further develop skills and will 
have developed an opinion on musical styles and likes that will inspire their 
future aspirations. 
 
 



 

 

 

Music curriculum planning  
 
Our school uses our own music scheme developed from The Charanga Music 

plus the Department for Educations’ Music programmes of study as the 
basis for its curriculum planning. Charanga ensures a complete 
progression of skills in singing, playing a pitched instrument, performing 
to an audience, reading musical notation, developing specific music 
vocabulary, plus allowing opportunities for musical appraisal and 
appreciation. 

In addition, the units are designed to allow focus on different styles and genres 
which include Reggae, Jazz, Pop, Motown, R and B, Disco and Gospel 

 
Our scheme of work also provides opportunities for pupils to hear the work of 

famous historical composers such as Benjamin Britten but also more 
modern less well-known composers such as Anna Meredith. 

 
 
All teachers use our whole school Music Overview as the initial point of 
reference for planning. This informs the structured and detailed medium term 
planning which will come directly from Charanga for the specified units. In 
addition, one half term unit per year group is solely dedicated to preparation for 
a class concert which will be shared with either parents and carers or other 
classes in school. 
 
 

Aims and objectives 
 
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. 

It is a vehicle for personal expression and it can play an important part in 
the personal development of people. Music reflects the culture and 
society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables 
children to better understand the world they live in. Besides being a 
creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and 
demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping children 
feel part of a community. We provide opportunities for all children to 
create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate 
a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about 
the quality of music. 

We have a strong culture for music and performance at Woodingdean and 
music is an integral part of our daily diet. We use music and singing in 
assembly for enjoyment and celebration, we invite musicians in to 
perform, we celebrate our performance skills in our festivals assemblies 
for parents and carers including Harvest and Christmas, we provide 
workshops for children to explore music in other cultures and we are 
proud to present Woodingdean’s Got Talent at the end of each school 
year. 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
At Woodingdean we provide opportunities for all children to create, play, 

perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide 
variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the 
quality of music. 

 
 
The aims of music teaching are to enable children to: 

• know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into 
musical structures; 

• know how music is made through a variety of instruments; 
• know how music is composed and written down; 
• know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for 

which it was written; 
• know that music is presented in many styles and genres; 
• know the work of , and names of  famous modern and classic 

composers 
• develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing and 

appreciating music. 
 
 
 
Additional music teaching 
 
Music lessons: 
         Children are offered the opportunity to study some musical instruments 

with peripatetic teachers. Peripatetic music teaching is organised by the 
Local Education Authority’s Music Service and this school has chosen to 
participate in the programme. Parents who want their children to 
participate in the scheme must purchase or hire the instrument and pay 
the additional music lesson fees on a termly basis. These lessons are 
normally taught to small groups of children who have chosen to learn 
one of a variety of instruments, such as the guitar, harmonica or 
keyboard. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, 
and usually takes place during normal lessons from which children are 
withdrawn, or lunch times for the duration of the instrumental lesson. 

 
         In addition, Woodingdean Primary School supports the Rock Steady 

Music Club. This club provides a weekly opportunity for children to work 
with children from other classes across the school,  to perform musical 
compositions in a ‘band’ style with singers and musicians. This is in 
addition to the normal music teaching of the school, and takes place on a 
Friday afternoon and participants are withdrawn form assembly and or 
Friday afternoon teaching sessions. 

 
         Regular performance assemblies are scheduled throughout the year to 

allow the wider school the opportunity to listen to these children play 
their chosen instruments or perform their singing. 



 

 

 

 
Soundmakers: 
         Children in Year 4 have an additional opportunity to learn to play and 

instrument as part of the Soundmakers lessons. These are arranged by 
the school with Create Music who are the current chosen music provider 
for Brighton and Hove Schools. These sessions last for a half term and 
involve weekly teaching from a visiting music specialist teacher. The 
focus instrument is subject to change but in the past been we have used  
African Drums or Ukuleles. 

 
 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
 We teach music in Reception classes as an integral part of the topic work 

covered during the year. We relate the musical aspects of the children’s 
work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which 
underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Music 
contributes to a child’s personal and social development. Counting songs 
foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures 
increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. 

 

 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
 
Listening, creating or performing music can sometimes be a moving and even 

spiritual experience. We encourage children to reflect on the important 
effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and quality of life. 
Children at Woodingdean Primary School have the opportunity to 
encounter music from many cultures and, through their growing 
knowledge and understanding of the music; they develop more positive 
attitudes towards other cultures and societies. 

 
 
 

Monitoring and review 
 
The music subject lead monitors the quality of teaching with scheduled drop ins 

to lessons across the school. 
The music subject lead gains feedback from pupils regarding their learning 

through book study sessions. 
The music subject lead gains feedback from pupils regarding their learning 

through scheduled pupil voice sessions. 
The music subject lead monitors progress and attainment in music using a 

whole school skills based assessment tool 
The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the 

teaching of music, being informed about current developments in the 
subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the 



 

 

 

school. The music subject leader is responsible for giving the 
headteacher an annual action plan in which they evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further 
improvement. The music subject leader has specially-allocated time for 
carrying out the vital task pupil voice, book study and visiting classes to 
observe teaching in the subject. 

 
 
 
 
Resources 
 
There are sufficient resources for all music teaching units in the school. We 

keep resources for music in a central store. We have a selection of non-
fiction topic books in our school library to support children’s individual 
research however our children are competent in the use of the internet to 
gain access to further written information plus sound clips and videos. 

 
 
Other opportunities for music  
 
 The Infant and Junior children meet on a weekly basis for a singing practise 

assembly. Although the primary aim of this is to enable children to enjoy 
singing together, it also prepares the children for performances in public, 
which happen on a number of occasions throughout the year, for 
example at the Christmas concert and the Harvest festival. 

         Sing Up is used as a resource bank of songs. 
 
Our choir runs in the Autumn term for any Juniors who wish to attend. Weekly 

sessions are held during the lunch break. The choir runs in conjunction 
with One Voice and involves the learning and performance of designated 
songs at a local concert for all participants. 

 
Annually, children enjoy Woodingdean’s Got Talent as an opportunity to share 

their musical skills with their peers. Any child who wishes to do so 
auditions in their own class and a single act is then chosen to represent 
the class in the main talent show. 

 
 

 
 
Signed:   Natalie Woodford 
 
 
            

            
 
 
 


